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GREG PHILLIPS INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
AT A GLANCEGreg Phillips Insurance Agency, Inc. is 

committed to its clients. Our agency pro-
vides State Farm’s great insurance products 
and financial services partnered with the 
highest level of  customer service in Bryan 
County – in doing so, we create customers 
for life. Our agency provides both protection 
and value to its customers. We partner with 
our clients to discover and create a plan to 
help our clients manage the risk of  everyday 
life, recover from the unexpected, and realize 
their dreams.  

Greg has been the agent and owner of  his 
State Farm agency since 2006.  Since 1995, 
Greg has worked with State Farm Insurance 
Companies and its customers both regionally 
and nationally. Greg’s agency practices the 
Team approach and has much depth and ex-
perience.  Ange Bivings is the agency’s office 
manager with over 27 years of  State Farm ex-
perience in Oklahoma and Texas. Gerri Baez, 
a recent Texas transplant, brings new sales 
experience to the team and is also fluent in 
Spanish for our bilingual customers.  

While our agency helps many Oklahoma 
families with their home and auto insurance, 
we offer many more State Farm insurance 
products in both personal and business 
lines.  Our agency offers business insurance 
for both auto and property.  Boat insurance 
is also popular given the closeness to Lake 

Texoma. The agency provides many rural 
customers with insurance for their farms 
and ranches. We also provided health in-
surance through many products from Blue 
Cross & Blue Shield and State Farm. Finally, 
our agency is passionate about life insur-
ance and helping to protect families from 
the financially devastating result of  losing a 
family member.   

Greg and his wife of  twenty years, Marti 
Phillips, live in Durant and have a son, Ma-
son who is a junior at Durant High School. 
Greg is a second-generation agent having 
learned many of  the customer service skills 
from his mother, Sandra Phillips, who has 
been a State Farm agent in Denison, Texas 
for 27 years. Greg’s family and his Team are 
very active supporters of  the local communi-
ty as well and believe that an important part 
of  being a good neighbor is giving back to 
their community. Greg is involved with the 
Boys & Girls Club of  Durant (board of  direc-
tors and original founding board member), 
Oklahoma Small Business Development 
Center (advisory board member), Durant 
Chamber of  Commerce (member), Durant 
Main Street (member), Johnston County 
Chamber of  Commerce (member). Leader-
ship Durant (2009) Leadership Oklahoma 
(Class XXIII), and Three Valley Museum 
(board member).

Greg Phillips Insurance 
Agency, Inc. 

(Greg Phillips 
State Farm Insurance)

Year Founded – 2007 

Primary product or Service 
Providing Insurance 

and Financial Services

Top Executive 
Agent/Owner  
Greg Phillips

618 Bryan Dr. 
Durant, OK 74701

(580) 924-1212

www.gregphillips
insurance.com
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CHOCTAW NATION RADIOLOGY
The Choctaw Nation Regional Medical 

Clinic’s Radiology Department has cut-
ting-edge equipment in a state-of-the-art facil-
ity run by highly qualified personnel. But, in 
the end, Chance W. Davis said he is proudest 
of  one of  the seemingly more mundane fea-
tures of  his department: The technicians.

“We work hardest to take care of  patients 
behind the scenes,” Davis said. “Our techni-
cians are the real all-stars.”

Davis is department head at the Choctaw’s 
newest medical facility in Durant. The radiol-
ogy department provides general radiology, 
fluoroscopy, ultrasound, mammography, 
bone density, computed tomography (CT) and 
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) services.

Prior to the clinic’s opening, Choctaw tribal 
members had to travel to the facility in Tali-
hina. This was burdensome for low income 
members or those unable to travel due to 
medical conditions. Tribal members who 
needed an MRI faced a backlog as well.

Since the clinic opened in February 2017, 
the MRI backlog has been reduced sys-
tem-wide by more than 50 percent. By bring-
ing the highest-quality radiological services 
to Durant, the clinic now serves the largest 
number of  patients in the most convenient 
way.

“This is in your backyard,” Davis said.
The clinic also has one of  the most ad-

vanced CT units to be found anywhere. The 
Choctaw CT can run 128 slices, nearly twice 
as fast as the 64 slice units at larger hospitals 
around the country.

“This is an extremely fast unit,” he said.
But, even surrounded by the most ad-

vanced medical technology, Davis said the 
clinic’s greatest offering is the human touch. 
Each room in the department has mood-light-
ing designed to put patients at ease. Patients 
select light color, brightness and style that 
will most help them relax. In the MRI, which 
can take up to 30 minutes to complete a scan, 
the patients can also select music on Spotify 
to put them at ease.

“The patient can choose a station, genre or 
even a personal song list,” Davis said.

The clinic also has a separate area for 
female patients. Women who need ultrasound 
or mammography services have their own 
waiting area, rooms and entrances to ensure 
their privacy.

Computer software that runs the equip-
ment ensures that machines emitting only 
use the amount of  radiation necessary. This 
keeps patients from being needlessly exposed.

Ultimately, Davis said the staff  in his 
department has only two goals: Provide the 
best quality care to their patients and ensure 
patients leave feeling as positive and relaxed 
as possible.

Choctaw Nation Regional Health Clinic Radiology Department Head Chance Davis and his staff pose 
with their state-of-the-art CT scanner.

AT A GLANCE

Choctaw Nation 
Regional Medical 
Clinic Radiology 

Department

1801 Chukka  
Hina Dr.

Durant, OK, 74701

(580)240-2725

Hours
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.



5Meet Your Local Professionals 2018

ALL SEASONS TRAVEL

AT A GLANCEAll Seasons Travel started as a 
full service travel agency in 1984. 

Today, with a staff  of  four agents, we 
offer more than 50 years of  combined 
travel experience. Owner Shelley Lo-
van takes pride in the level of  service 
and depth of  knowledge her agents 
provide, as well as their ability to help 
her customers with any travel need. 

Shelley started in the travel industry 
in 1978 with a travel agency in Deni-
son, TX and then bought the agency in 
Durant and renamed it from Associat-
ed Travel to All Seasons Travel in 1984.

Shelley traveled extensively and 
encourage my employees to travel fre-
quently so that we are well educated 
on destinations and new and old prop-
erties.  most people don’t realize it, but 
we help with hotel accommodations, 
car rentals, conventions, train tickets 
and more our agents are experienced 
and trained and well traveled. 

“Knowing the product is an import-
ant part of  being a travel agent, so I 
encourage my employees to travel and 
learn about destinations. With contin-
ued education, we are able to provide 
first hand knowledge of  hotels, restau-
rants, activities and entertainment to 
most destinations that we sell and we 
sell a lot!” states Shelley.

 With an easy-to-find location, 
knowledgeable employees, helpful and 
friendly service, All Seasons Travel 
can provide everything for a memora-
ble vacation or a quick business trip. 
Whether it be a passport photo, a hotel 
reservation or a trip around the world, 
All Seasons Travel can provide you 
with that service and with knowledge, 
experience and a smile!

We do all the research for your 
vacation and let you take advantage of  
the time we’ve saved you to do other 
things you enjoy.

1203 W. Main St.,  
Durant, OK 74701

(580) 924-9201
(800) 552-5484

Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday
9:00 am - 11:00 am

Closed Sundays
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DURANT FAMILY MEDICINE CLINIC
DURANT FAMILY MEDICINE CLINIC is 

a non-profit Family Medicine Residency 
Clinic.  Our primary goal is to improve the 
quality of  life for each patient treated.

The physicians at Durant Family Medicine 
Clinic offer preventive, urgent and chronic 
care for the whole family.  They are trained to 
provide care for all ages, newborns through 
the geriatric age group.  The clinic is open 8am 
to 5pm, Monday through Friday, for a variety 
of  healthcare needs and walk-ins are always 
welcome for urgent care services.  

Chronic care management includes, but 
is not limited to, diagnosis and treatment of  
diabetes, hypertension, Hepatitis C, obesity 
and weight loss management, medication 
management, thyroid disease, autoimmune 
disease, COPD, asthma, cholesterol disease, 
testosterone therapy.

Preventive health screenings for the en-
tire family is encouraged at Durant Family 
Medicine Clinic.  Yearly checkups for children 
birth to 18 are necessary to monitor growth 
and health.  We provide women’s health care, 
including, but not limited to family planning, 
contraception, gynecological and breast 
exams, hormone replacement and peri- and 
post-menopause care.  Men’s health screening 
can prevent many disease processes such as 
colon cancer, lung cancer, erectile dysfunc-
tion.  We urge patients to take advantage of  
our smoking cessation programs and weight 
management assistance and the “Welcome 

to Medicare” and Medicare Annual Wellness 
exams.

Behavioral health is also an important part 
of  our clinic practice.  We work closely with 
families and other agencies to provide the best 
outcome for behavioral health problems.

Our physicians provide care for minor 
orthopedic injuries, including simple casting, 
sports and activity related injuries, including 
joint injections for arthritis.  Musculoskeletal 
disorders can be treated with manipulation 
using Osteopathic Manipulative Therapy, a 
modality all our doctors are trained to per-
form. 

Along with minor surgical procedures 
for ingrown toenails, minor lacerations and 
wound care we provide a variety of  techniques 
to remove moles, skin tags, warts, basal cell 
cancer, and other lesions you may have a 
concern about.  We draw labs in our office, per-
form EKG, Spirometry (lung function test), flu 
and step testing and ear and eye screenings.

Family Medicine Board Certified Physicians, 
Drs. Tiffany Ferguson, Stephen Khoury, Greg 
Martens and Terry R Gerard, II are the Med-
ical Directors providing direct supervision to 
the 13 current Resident Physicians at Durant 
Family Medicine Clinic.

URGENT CARE:  No need to wait in the 
ER & receive expensive bills – we can care 
for sprains, strains, minor lacerations, sore 
throats, fever, etc.  No appointment needed, 
however, please call ahead if  possible.

1600 W University Blvd.
Durant, OK 74701

Monday - Friday
8 AM - 5 PM

(580) 924-5500

www.durant 
residency.com

NEW PHYSICIANS
07.01.2018

Glen Cranford, DO 
Kentucky College  

of Osteopathic Medicine, 
Pikeville, KY

Ryan Ludlow, DO  
Kansas City University of 

Medicine and BioSciences, 
Kansas City, MO

Kyle George, DO 
Liberty University College 
of Osteopathic Medicine, 

Lynchburg, VA

Dustin Thompson, DO 
Kentucky College  

of Osteopathic Medicine, 
Pikeville, KY

AT A GLANCE

Amanda Hale, DO

Chelsea Rommel, DO

George Russell, DO

Halie Muckelrath, DO

Jake Borgsmiller, DO

James McKeehen, DOLaurel Stacy, DO

Mickey Borgsmiller, DOStormy Walkup, DO

Ryan Ludlow, DO

Dustin Thompson, DO

Kyle George, DO

Glen Cranford, DO
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WOODY FORD

AT A GLANCELocated at the heart of  Texo-
ma, Woody Ford has a sto-

ried past.  Started in 1920 by the 
Woody Family passed down to 
John Woody, III, Woody Ford has 
been selling Fords for 96 years, 
and partnered with Ford Motor 
Credit for 50 years.  Brian Butler 
is the current General Manager/
Operating Partner since Febru-
ary 1, 2017.    

We have the scars, the tears, 
and the joy to show for it.  Lon-
gevity in the marketplace is 
achieved by great customer 
service, fair pricing and relation-
ships we have built for almost a 
century.  

We are most proud for leading 
the industry in customer ser-
vice with a combined sales and 

service rating of  94%.  We will 
continue to be the pioneer in our 
industry without apology.

Woody Ford is proud to employ 
2 certified Ford Senior Mas-
ter Technicians in the service 
department.  Johnny Mays and 
Kevin Bechthold are both one 
of  516 technicians in the Dallas 
Region who hold the status of  
Engine Master Retention.

At Woody Ford, we believe in 
investing in our employees so 
that we can provide knowledge-
able, skilled employees for your 
vehicle maintenance.  

It is important to fulfill our 
customers’ expectations that 
their vehicles are repaired by 
highly-skilled, factory-trained 
technicians.

201 S 2ND ST
Madill, OK.  73446

HOURS:
Monday:  8 AM – 6 PM
Tuesday:  8 AM – 6 PM

Wednesday:  8 AM – 6 PM
Thursday:  8 AM – 6 PM

Friday:  8 AM – 6 PM
Saturday:  9 AM – 2 PM

Sunday:  Closed

CONTACT US:
Main Number: 
(580) 795-3323

Sales: 888-217-2919
Service: 866-417-5650
Parts: 888-255-8319

Visit Us At:
www.woodyford.com 

Above: Senior Master Technician, Kevin Bechthold, left, and Service 
Manager, Johnny Mays, right. Left: General Manager, Brian Butler



8 Meet Your Local Professionals 2018

Don’t wait.  
Get the  
medical care  
you need. 

Comprehensive  
Family Medicine  
for everyone in 
your family.

For Your Unexpected  
Healthcare Needs,  
Visit Urgent Care-Durant 
We’re here to help you and your  

loved ones get back to good health  

as quickly as possible. 

Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Sunday 1 - 4:30 p.m.

Kent Rogers, PA-C Jeff Hamblin, PA-C

Sore Throat?  
Ear Infection?  
Minor Injury?

Here for you when you need  
Urgent Care and Primary Care

1807 W. University Blvd. 
Durant, OK 74701 

JUST WALK IN.

NO APPOINTMENT 
NECESSARY.

Need more information? 

Call 580.920.2273  

or visit texomacare.com.

For language assistance, disability accommodations and the 
non-discrimination notice, visit our website.

Our services include: 
• Yearly well-checks

• Medicare well-checks

• Physicals and immunizations 

•  Chronic disease management

• Sick visits

• Injuries and lacerations

•  Osteopathic manipulative medicine

• Mobility exams

• Hormone replacement

• On-site phlebotomy 

Monica Woodall, DO Jason Squires, PA-C

Durant

WE’RE ACCEPTING  
NEW PATIENTS. 

WALK-INS WELCOME! 

Or call us today to make an 

appointment, 580.920.1922 

or visit texomacare.com.

New Address!    
698 Westside Drive, Suite 110
Durant, OK 74701
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BRENT GORDON, GORDON FUNERAL HOME

AT A GLANCEBrent Gordon, owner and funeral 
director of  Gordon Funeral Home 

in Durant, is now serving the people of  
Durant once again.

“I have a long history in Durant, and 
even though I’ve been away for a few 
years, I wanted to return to my roots 
and once again serve the residents in 
my hometown,” he said.

Brent started in the funeral profes-
sion at Dalton-Holmes Funeral home 
in Durant in 1987, working as a funeral 
assistant and apprentice. After his de-
gree at mortuary school, he continued 
his career at Dalton-Holmes as a Li-
censed funeral director and embalmer.

Later he purchased Dalton-Holmes 
Funeral Home and continued his 
service providing personal and caring 
service to all those he had served. In 
2010 he got out of  the funeral business 
for several years.

He opened his new newly renovated 
location at 221 N. 3rd Avenue in May.

“It is my desire to bring the most 
affordable funeral and cremation 

service to Durant and Bryan County 
while providing a caring and respect-
ful remembrance for your loved one,” 
he said.

“We are the only locally owned and 
owner-operated funeral service in Du-
rant. This provides for more personal 
attention to detail for your family.”

Brent’s modern facility is patterned 
after the newest trends in the industry, 
which can assist in keeping costs to 
a minimum, sometimes saving thou-
sands of  dollars without sacrificing 
the quality of  the service.

We are available 24 hours a day for 
your needs, whether it would be in-
quiring about prearrangements or to 
provide immediate attention for your 
needs.

At Gordon Funeral Home we struc-
ture the funeral service around the life 
of  the deceased. Whether the deceased 
is a farmer or a veteran or a home-
maker, we can provide an atmosphere 
that is a reflection of  their life’s work 
or play.

Services
Funeral and cremation

 
Owner

Brent Gordon
 

Address
221 N. 3rd

Durant OK 74701
 

580-916-9090
 

GordonFH.com
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KINGSTON CHRONICLE
AT A GLANCEThe historic town of  Kingston was 

incorporated in 1894 and for 124 
years did not have a newspaper that 
focused primarily on the town. That 
changed in May when Graystone Media 
Group, owners of  the Durant Democrat, 
launched a monthly newspaper named 
the Kingston Chronicle. Graystone Me-
dia is locally owned.

Michael Clift is the general manager 
for the publication and Glenn Price is 
the editor. The sales staff  includes Emi-
ly Smith, Mickey McKnight, and Nancy 
Clift.

The newspaper has been extremely 
popular with residents, who get the pub-
lication in the mail each month for free. 
The Chronicle covers the high school 
extensively, along with city and county 
issues. The high school alumni associa-
tion, founded in 1911, is the oldest active 
alumni association in the state.

There are about 600 households in 
the city limits, but the greater Kings-
ton area includes the shore areas of  
Lake Texoma, which adds another 3,000 
homes. The Chronicle is mailed to 4,500 
addresses, including post office boxes, 

and distributes several hundred others 
on newsstands.

For advertisers who want to reach a 
large audience in the Kingston-Durant 
market, using both the Chronicle and 
the Durant Democrat, advertising mes-
sages can reach 15,000 homes and about 
37,000 people over a monthly period. 
About 93% of  these copies are delivered 
by mail.

“Newspapers help bring communities 
together and inform everyone of  the 
exciting news going on in their town,” 
said Clift. “And although Kingston and 
Durant are separated by a lake, they 
can offer each other a lot when it comes 
to commerce. We can greatly help that 
process.”

Price, the Chronicle’s editor, has lived 
in the area for many years and knows 
most of  the newsmakers. The marketing 
staff  serves both Kingston and Durant, 
and it can help clients with the most 
affordable advertising plans that reach 
the maximum number of  people.  

The Chronicle is printed in a 
high-quality tabloid format and usually 
has 24-32 pages.

Kingston Chronicle
Year Founded

2018

Primary Service
Advertising and  

Marketing
Local news

Top Local Executive
Michael Clift,  

publisher

Phone
580-634-2151

Email Address
customerservice@

durantdemocrat.com

Staff members for the Kingston Chronicle are, from left moving clockwise: Michael Clift, publisher, Glenn Price, editor, 
Mickey McKnight, outside sales, Emily Smith, outside sales, and Nancy Clift, customer service and outside sales.
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DURANT DEMOCRAT
AT A GLANCEFor the first time since 1981, the 

Durant Democrat is under local 
ownership. Three veteran newspaper 
men purchased the Democrat, along 
with Altus and Frederick newspapers, 
in October of  2017. Larry Miller and 
Rick Carpenter, who were both raised 
in Oklahoma, along with Michael Clift, 
purchased the papers from Civitas Me-
dia, which was based out of  state.

Miller is the publisher of  the Demo-
crat and Clift is the general manager. 
Carpenter manages the papers in Altus 
and Frederick. Each partner has more 
than 30 years’ experience in large and 
small newspapers.

Newspapers have changed greatly 
in the past 10 years and the key to 
restoring them is to make them more 
relevant to the community. The new 
owners’ philosophy is to publish only 
local news when possible because 
there are several ways to get state and 
national news -- TV, social media, and 
other internet sites. But 95% of  Du-
rant’s locally published news can only 
be found in the Democrat.

The Democrat is published Tuesdays, 

Thursdays, and Saturdays, except for 
some holidays. Subscribers receive 
the paper through the mail, and there 
are some news stands around town 
for single copy purchases [but it is 
substantially less expensive to get a 
subscription]. 

The Tuesday edition is called Super 
Tuesday because about 2,000 additional 
copies are mailed to non-subscribers 
as a free sample. The samples go to 
a different part of  town each week. 
Advertisers can reach about 80% of  the 
county by advertising on 4 consecutive 
Tuesdays.

In addition, the company also pub-
lishes the Kingston Chronicle, a month-
ly newspaper that is mailed to 4,500 
addresses the first week of  each month. 
An advertisement in the Democrat for 
4 consecutive Tuesdays plus one issue 
of  the Chronicle reaches nearly 15,000 
homes and about 37,000 readers.

The newspaper also publishes several 
other specialty publications each year 
that are topical, such as high school 
basketball, football and other events, 
along with medical .

Durant Democrat
Year Founded

1910

Primary Services
Advertising and Marketing

Local News
Specialty Publications

Top Local Executive
Larry Miller,  

publisher

Physical Address
200 W. Beech, Durant

Phone
580-634-2151

Email Address
customerservice@ 

durantdemocrat.com

Website
durantdemocrat.com

Staff members of the Durant Democrat are, seated from left moving clockwise: Amanda Williams, customer service, Michael 
Clift, general manager, Michael Clements, special projects editor, Matt Swearingen, news editor, Mickey McKnight, outside 
sales, Glenn Price, Kingston editor, Larry Miller, publisher, Emily Smith, outside sales, Kay Allen, business manager, and Nancy 
Clift, customer service and outside sales.
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Chief Gary Batton is the 47th Chief of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, 
the third largest Indian tribe in the United States. Chief Batton assumed his current position 
with the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma on April 28, 2014, upon the retirement of Chief 
Gregory E. Pyle.  After being sworn into offi ce, Chief Batton set a clear direction in his 
inaugural address indicating a specifi c vision for his administration. He spends countless 
hours in the communities with the tribal members he serves. He believes his main purpose 
is to create a better future for the Choctaw people. 

He works to protect their culture, provide opportunities for education, employment, 
improved healthcare, and ultimately, do what is best for Choctaws. Under Chief Batton’s 
administration, the Choctaw Nation has opened a regional medical clinic in Durant and a 
culturally signifi cant headquarters in Durant, encompassing services and employees in one 
location. Several community centers, wellness centers, food distribution markets, and Head 
Start facilities have been constructed to provide more localized services. The Choctaw 
Nation has also opened two Chili’s franchises, constructed a large expansion to its health 
clinic in Poteau and added expansions to its resorts in Durant, Pocola and Grant.

Chief Batton also created several new programs like the Next Step supplemental food 
program, Reintegration and Job for the Day to assist tribal members.  The additional facilities 
and programs added more than 1,000 jobs to southeastern Oklahoma during his fi rst year 
in offi ce.

www.ChoctawNation.com

CHIEF GARY BATTON, CHOCTAW NATION

AT A GLANCEChief  Gary Batton is the 47th 
Chief  of  the Choctaw Nation of  

Oklahoma, the third largest Indian 
tribe in the United States. 

Chief  Batton assumed his current 
position with the Choctaw Nation 
of  Oklahoma on April 28, 2014, upon 
the retirement of  Chief  Gregory E. 
Pyle. 

After being sworn into office, 
Chief  Batton set a clear direction 
in his inaugural address indicating 
a specific vision for his administra-
tion. 

He spends countless hours in the 
communities with the tribal mem-
bers he serves. He believes his main 
purpose is to create a better future 
for the Choctaw people.

He works to protect their culture, 
provide opportunities for education, 
employment, improved healthcare, 
and ultimately, do what is best for 
Choctaws. Under Chief  Batton’s 
administration, the Choctaw Nation 

has opened a regional medical clinic 
in Durant and a culturally signifi-
cant headquarters in Durant, en-
compassing services and employees 
in one location. 

Several community centers, 
wellness centers, food distribution 
markets, and Head Start facilities 
have been constructed to provide 
more localized services. 

The Choctaw Nation has also 
opened two Chili’s franchises, 
constructed a large expansion to its 
health clinic in Poteau and added 
expansions to its resorts in Durant, 
Pocola and Grant.

Chief  Batton also created several 
new programs like the Next Step 
supplemental food program, Reinte-
gration and Job for the Day to assist 
tribal members. 

The additional facilities and pro-
grams added more than 1,000 jobs to 
southeastern Oklahoma during his 
first year in office.

Choctaw Nation  
of  Oklahoma

 
Address: 

1802 Chukka Hina Dr. 
Durant, OK 74701

 
Phone Number: 

1-800-522-6170
 

Hours: 
Mon-Fri 

8:00 a.m-4:30 p.m
 

Website: 
www.choctaw

nation.com
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AT A GLANCEIn 1972 Martin VanMeter earned his license 
to sell real estate. Since then his office 

has expanded to serve the real estate needs 
of  thousands in the Southeast Oklahoma 
region. 

Today the 23 agents of  the Coldwell 
Banker VanMeter Select offer more than 140 
years of  combined real estate experience to 
their clients. The agency started by Van-
Meter handles all aspects of  the real estate 
business.

Whether it’s a first-time home buyer, a 
retired couple looking for that dream retire-
ment property on Lake Texoma, a rancher 
looking to expand – or trim – his operation, 
Coldwell Banker VanMeter Select can help. 
Officer manager Rita Thomas said that 
regardless of  what a potential client might 
need, the agents and brokers at Coldwell 
Banker VanMeter Select have the experience 
and connections to make it work.

“We do it all,” VanMeter said.
According to VanMeter, a big part of  the 

firm’s success is in the fact that it is run by 
local people. The company serves more than 
130 communities in Southeast Oklahoma and 
the agents who cover them have an inti-
mate knowledge of  each. From the business 
community to political leaders to the social 
scene, Coldwell Banker VanMeter Select 

agents have their ears to the ground. They 
are in touch with property owners and sell-
ers and can find the perfect property for each 
client. This is what made the Durant-based 
company the go-to brokerage for industries 
looking to relocate to Bryan County.

“Our agents live in this area and they 
know their communities,” VanMeter said.

Coldwell Banker VanMeter Select has 
helped several new industries, the Choctaw 
Nation, healthcare providers and many 
others with their relocation needs. 

According to the firm’s website, “we can 
do everything from setting up and schedul-
ing movers to having professional cleaners 
come out and clean up afterwards. We also 
provide referrals to quality home labor 
services, arranging appointments to fit your 
schedule.”

From finding the right commercial prop-
erty for a particular business, to locating 
housing for contractors and employees to 
helping families find their new homes, Cold-
well Banker VanMeter Select is on the job. 

So, whether you’re looking for that piece 
of  heaven by the lake, a place to put your 
new warehouse, some land for your cattle or 
your very first dream home, Coldwell Bank-
er VanMeter Select can help you realize your 
real estate goals.

COLDWELL BANKER VANMETER SELECT

BARBARA COKER, 
SALES ASSOCIATE

BILL PTOMEY, 
BROKER MANAGER

ELLIS NAIFEH, 
SALES ASSOCIATE

EMILY NANKIVIL, 
BROKER ASSOCIATE

BRADY WILCOX, 
SALES ASSOCIATE

BRENT LYDAY, 
BROKER ASSOCIATE

JIMMY & KATHY DAVIS, 
BROKER ASSOCIATES

LACY VANMETER, 
SALES ASSOCIATE

CAROL ATKINSON, 
SALES ASSOCIATE

CINDY SOLTIS, 
BROKER ASSOCIATE

LINDA VANMETER,  
BROKER ASSOCIATE

LORI WATKINS, 
SALES ASSOCIATE

MICHELLE LYDAY, 
SALES ASSOCIATE

PETE HOLLOCK, 
SALES ASSOCIATE

MARTIN VANMETER, 
BROKER 

ROGER BALL, 
SALES ASSOCIATE

SHERRI CARTER, 
SALES ASSOCIATE

SIERRA KOVASH, 
SALES ASSOCIATE

TAYLOR DOWNS,  
BROKER ASSOCIATE

Coldwell Banker  
VanMeter Select

Top Local Executive
Martin VanMeter -  

Owner/Broker
Bill Ptomey - Managing  

Broker (Lake Office)

419 W. Main  
Durant, OK
580-924-8404

1694 E. Highway 70
Kingston, OK
580-564-9000

martinvanmeter@ 
cbtexoma.com

www.cbtexoma.com

ELAINE REESE, 
SALES ASSOCIATE

KEVA WHITE, 
SALES ASSOCIATE
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OKLAHOMA CITY — 

Voters have rejected sev-

eral Oklahoma Republi-

can lawmakers who voted 

against tax hikes to fund 

teacher pay raises, either 

ousting them from offi ce 

or forcing a runoff  against 

a fellow GOP opponent.

The fi ling period for 

Oklahoma’s election co-

incided with a two-week, 

teacher walkout in which 

thousands of  frustrat-

ed educators and their 

supporters thronged the 

Capitol demanding more 

funding for public schools. 

That resulted in dozens of  

teachers, administrators 

and school supporters run-

ning for offi ce in a primary 

Tuesday.
“Our voices were heard 

tonight (Tuesday),” said 

Sherrie Conley, an assis-

tant principal at an Okla-

homa City elementary 

school who ended up in a 

Republican runoff  with 

incumbent Rep. Bobby 

Cleveland.
Of the 10 “no” voters in 

the House who were run-

ning for re-election, two 

were defeated outright on 

Tuesday — Reps. Chuck 

Strohm of Jenks and Scott 

McEachin of  Tulsa. Seven 

A tractor-trailer rig that col-

lided with a car last Thursday 

on the Roosevelt Bridge and tum-

bled into the lake was brought to 

the surface Tuesday and the body 

of  the driver recovered.

The bridge was closed for 8 

hours and 55 minutes Tuesday 

from 2:50 p.m. until 11:45 p.m. 

to allow workers to remove the 

wreckage.
Crews recovered the body at 

approximately 2 a.m. Tuesday, 

according to Oklahoma Highway 

Patrol Lt. Scott Hampton.

Divers used fl otation devices 

and attached a cable to the Sher-

win-Williams truck to bring it to 

the surface.
According to OHP, the crash 

happened at approximately 1:50 

p.m. June 28 when a 2004 Chevro-

let Cavalier and a 2015 Volvo col-

lided on the bridge.

The car burst into fl ames and 

the truck went over the bridge 

guardrail and fell into the lake. 

The car driver was killed in the 

crash.
Names of  the victims have not 

been released by OHP and the 

cause of  the accident remains 

under investigation.

This Friday, the Oklahoma Shake-

spearean Festival (OSF) Children’s 

Theatre will open its production 

of, “Alice in Wonderland.” More 

than 100 children have worked the 

past several weeks preparing for 

the show which will be performed 

in Montgomery Auditorium on the 

campus of  Southeastern Oklahoma 

State University, beginning this Fri-

day June 29 at 7 p.m.

The recently built 

“Dream Court” basketball 

court at Carl Albert Park 

was damaged by a vehicle 

that drove over it, accord-

ing to Durant Police.

Sometime between late 

Sunday and early Monday, 

the newly donated basket-

ball court was damaged 

in what police are calling 

a deliberate act of  vandal-

ism.
Police said it appeared 

at least one vehicle drove 

across the court at a high 

rate of  speed causing dam-

age to the court.

“It looks like they came 

one direction at a high rate 

of  speed, turned around 

and came back the same 

direction, causing dam-

age,” said Detective Buddy 

Faulkner.

Durant Police Chief  

David Houser expressed 

disgust over someone van-

dalizing a gift to the com-

munity. The court had its 

grand opening on June 13.

“It was wonderful to 

have the Nancy Lieber-

man Foundation to build 

our Cops and Kids Dream 

Court for us, and after 

that grand opening … 

we had a lot of  kids on 

the court having a great 

time,” Houser said. “The 

interaction between the 

police and the children 

was just phenomenal. But 

now, what we’re fi nding 

is some idiot is driving 

across the court tearing it 

up. You know, the old ad-

age is, you just can’t have 

anything nice. And that’s 

what we’re fi nding with 

a community effort here. 

Someone pays and spends 

all of  the money to give the 

city of  Durant and its cit-

izens something spectac-

ular and then somebody 

goes and deliberately tears 

it up. It’s a shame.

On Monday, public 

works employees began 

installing a fence at the 

court, something that had 

been planned before the 

vandalism. Houser said se-

curity cameras will be put 

in place as well.
Police are investigating 

the incident and they hope 

to make an arrest.

“Our detectives are 

working on trying to fi nd 

the culprit and we want to 

fi nd who did this and bring 

them to justice as well,” 

Houser said. “We’re going 

Durant voters soundly 

rejected propositions for 

a $20 million bond to im-

prove city streets and the 

repeal of  the sunset pro-

vision in a sales tax that 

has been paying capital 

improvement debt in the 

primary election Tuesday 

night.
Proposition One, the 

sales-tax provision, was 

defeated by 65.89 percent 

with 1,744 votes against 

and 903 votes for it, ac-

cording to election re-

turns released by the 

Bryan County Election 

Board. Proposition Two, 

the bond election for 

street repair, was defeated 

by 64.74 percent with 1,728 

votes opposed and 941 in 

support of  it.
Durant Councilmember 

Oden Grube opposed both 

propositions and said she 

was not surprised by the 

results. According to Gru-

be, the loss had less to do 

with the substance of  the 

propositions than it had 

to do with the citizens’ dis-

trust of  city government. 

She said the vote should 

be a reminder to city lead-

ers about who’s really in 

charge. According to Gru-

be, the propositions failed 

because voters don’t trust 

Durant city leadership.

“The citizens are the 

city, not the city council,” 

Grube said.
Durant Mayor Jerry 

Tomlinson supported 

both propositions. He 

released a statement 

Wednesday morning in 

which he wrote that he 

was disappointed by the 

outcome, but committed 

to working with the coun-

cil to fi nd a way to fi x the 

city’s streets. He refer-

enced a survey commis-

sioned by the city which 

indicated that more than 

80 percent of  Durant res-

idents see streets and in-

frastructure as the most 
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“I Sell What I List ”

Who can hide in secret 

places so that I cannot see 

them?” declares the Lord. 

“Do not I fi ll heaven and 

earth?” declares the Lord.

Jeremiah 23:24 NIV

Voters oust state 
lawmakers, 
force runoff s
BY SEAN MURPHY
Associated Press

Voters give
thumbs down
for streets,
tax extension
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS

michael@durantdemocrat.com

Body recovered as truck is 

pulled out of Lake Texoma
BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

Drone photo by Nathan White

A Sherwin-Williams tractor-trailer rig that went off  the Roosevelt Bridge during a collision last week was removed from the 

lake Tuesday. The truck driver, as well as a car driver, were killed during the crash. Their names have not been released.

Oh My! It’s time for ‘Alice!’
Shakespearean Festival 

going to Wonderland 

this weekend
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS

michael@durantdemocrat.com

The Oklahoma 

Shakespearean 

Festival’s Chil-
dren’s Theatre 

will perform “Al-

ice In Wonder-
land” this Friday 

and Saturday 
in Montgomery 

Auditorium on 

the campus of 

Southeastern 
Oklahoma State 

University in Du-

rant. For tickets 

or information, 

visit www.okla-

homashakes.
com or call 
(580)745-2696.

Michael Clements 

| Durant Democrat

Newly opened basketball court vandalized
BY MATT SWEARENGIN

matt@durantdemocrat.com

Matt Swearengin | Durant Democrat

Someone drove a vehicle over the recently installed “Dream Court” basketball court at 

Carl Albert Park. Police are investigating and encourage anyone with information to call 

924-3737.
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Super Tuesday
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Bite 
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Dust

Pest Choice

Residential or Commercial Services 

Dustin Williams  
580-380-9190

Mike Croslin 
580-380-3790@ThePestChoice 

FREE 
Inspections  
& Estimates

LLC

THE

Ants • Termites • Bed Bugs 
Roaches • Fleas • Spiders • Wasps 

Rodents & More 

Big or small, we get 
rid of them all.


